
Palm Sunday 
 

Film & Theology 
 

‘Calvary’ 
 

 
 

Hosted by  Benedictus Contemplative Church 
When   Sunday 24 March (Palm Sunday) 
Time   5.00pm for Soup | Film starts at 6.00pm 
Where  St Ninian’s Hall, 150 Brigalow St, Lyneham 
Cost   Free 
Calvary is a 2014 gritty Irish drama written and directed by John Michael McDonagh. 
Accepting confession from an unseen person, Father James hears how the man 
suffered regular childhood sexual abuse from a priest who has since died. Father 
James expresses his lament for the man's pain, but the man boasts that he's planning 
to murder James. Citing widespread indifference towards priest child abuse, the 
confessor claims the sacrifice of an innocent priest will draw a stronger outrage than 
punishment of a guilty one, despite said violence being as senseless and unjust as his 
own rape. The man gives James a week to set his affairs in order, intending to kill him. 
The story has powerful resonances with themes of Holy Week. ‘This is the kind of 
movie that galvanizes and discomfits while it’s on screen and is terrific fodder for 
conversation long after its credits roll’ (Roger Ebert). Calvary is Rated: R 
(Language|Brief Strong Violence|Sexual References|Some Drug Use) and could be 
triggering for those who have suffered trauma.  
For more information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvary_(2014_film) 


